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J anuary is Stalking Awareness 

Month. Family Support Center is edu-

cating the public about stalking. Look 

around your community for displays 

with information about our services, 

what stalking looks like, and how to 

help someone who is (or has been) 

stalked. 

     The definition of stalking can vary 

from person to person and can even 

look different 

when it is 

written into a 

law. Most  

advocates 

who work with 

survivors of 

stalking define 

stalking as a 

pattern of behavior directed at a spe-

cific person that would cause a rea-

sonable person to feel fear. Context is 

critical when looking at a person’s 

behaviors and the feelings someone 

has, as stalking behaviors have specif-

ic meaning that is often only under-

stood by the stalker and the survivor. 

Stalking also elevates certain non-

threatening behaviors, ones which in 

and of themselves are not illegal, 

such as repetitive and unwanted text 

messages and phone calls. Stalking is 

about having power and control over 

someone and is most often perpetrat-

ed by someone the survivor knows, 

just like domestic and sexual vio-

lence. In fact, these three types of 

violence have a lot in common and 

often overlap!  

     If you know someone who is or 

has been 

stalked, we 

can help. We 

can help    

develop a 

safety plan, 

file police 

reports, file 

restraining 

orders, and work together to assist in 

keeping the survivor as safe as possi-

ble. Stalking affects not only the sur-

vivor, but their family and friends 

too! We can also provide friends and 

family with the tools to help someone 

if they are not ready to name the vio-

lence or to talk with someone. There 

is hope. 
 ~Cara                           

 Domestic Violence Advocate 

“Most advocates who work 

with survivors of stalking define 

stalking as a pattern of 

behavior directed at a specific 

person that would cause a 

reasonable person to feel fear.” 

Stalking can include: 
 

Persistent, unwanted                

phone calls 

Sending unwanted e-mails, 

letters, text messages,                 

pictures, videos and/or gifts 

Unwelcome visits at school, 

home, or work 

Entering someone’s home 

without permission 

Stealing or damaging the 

victim’s property 

Spreading false rumors or 

gossip about that person 

Making threats towards the 

person, their family/pets, or 

belongings 

Spying on someone via GPS, 

cell phone, Facebook (or 

other social media) or in          

person, hacking into online 

accounts, impersonating           

either the victim or the               

victim’s friend                   

Holidays 
For many, the holidays are a time of joy and peace. However, this can 

also be a difficult time for survivors of violence with changing family   

structures and added emotional and financial stressors. Many thanks to 

those who make the holidays extra special for families that we work with! 

The staff at CVCTF once again sponsored The Giving Tree for seven                 

families (28 individuals), Pam Johnson and Marykay and John McIlquham 

sponsored families, and Carhop Auto Sales and Finance is purchasing a 

TV for our agency and an iPad for the Domestic Violence Youth Program.  

January is Stalking Awareness Month 
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 ing businesses downtown Chippewa 

Falls. 430 AM and Bridge Street 

Brew had information on their to-go 

cups about DVAM, and Shades of 

You offered purple hair extensions for 

the month, with proceeds benefit-

ting Family Support Center.    

T-shirts printed with the ribbon 

and stating “Stand With Survi-

vors” were sold via our Facebook 

page. The ribbon itself that was 

used on displays, bookmarks, 

fliers, cups, and T-shirts was 

hand-painted by our Domestic             

Violence Youth Advocate. Many 

thanks to our Domestic Violence Pro-

gram staff for their work on this, and 

to our community in continuing to 

support survivors of violence. 

~Jeni                                  

Domestic Violence  Program Director 

While we support survivors of domestic 

violence year-round, October is Domes-

tic Violence Awareness Month 

(DVAM), and we make an extra effort 

to have domestic violence visible in our 

community and to show support 

for survivors. For DVAM this 

year, we focused on getting in-

formation about dynamics of 

domestic violence and services 

available at Family Support 

Center out around Chippewa 

County. Eighteen displays were 

presented throughout the county with 

this information, as well as purple rib-

bons and bookmarks for people to take 

and show their support for survivors. 

Posters that proclaimed “We Stand 

With Survivors” and printed with beau-

tiful ribbons and information about do-

mestic violence both locally and nation-

ally were displayed at many participat-

Fami ly  Suppor t  Center  

Contact us… 
(715) 723-1138  
or 1-800-400-7020 
Fax: (715) 723-8460 
www.familysupportcentercf.com 
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Theresa O’Neel  

Sherrie Dachel 
Jeanne Fox 
Stella Clark 

Dena Manier 
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L adies Evening Extravaganza 2018 

was a huge success! The event was once 

again held  at the gorgeous Heyde Center 

for the Arts in Chippewa Falls on                 

September 22nd. Guests enjoyed                       

delicious appetizers and beverages as 

they checked the hundreds of prizes in 

the prize room. Chef Tony Chavez from 

Live Great Food was on hand to serve 

the scrumptious food they prepared for 

the event. The fashion show, emceed by 

Mark Hanson, was both fun and impact-

ful. Mark Hanson, a former board mem-

ber of Family Support Center, had mean-

ingful words 

to say about 

his work with 

the organiza-

tion (thank 

you, Mark!). 

This year’s 

models included Family Support Center 

staff, volunteers, board members, and 

community partners, all who wrote why 

their work with Family Support Center 

was important to them. All of the models 

wore outfits provided by Mainstream 

Boutique in Eau Claire and Fridayz 

Boutique in 

Chippewa Falls. 

After the fashion 

show, Judy Clark 

took the stage as 

emcee for the 

remainder of the 

evening. The ex-

citement in the room grew as raffle 

winners were announced.  
     This year’s event was the highest 

grossing fundraiser we have had. The 

money raised at Ladies Evening Ex-

travaganza 

funds ser-

vices and 

programs 

that we of-

fer free to 

our clients 

all year long! 

Thank you to all who attended Ladies 

Evening Extravaganza. We appreciate 

your support of this fundraiser, our 

agency, and survivors of violence. 

Ladies Evening Extravaganza 2018 

LEE fashion show models 

LEE bartenders, Jerry 
and Dick 



 

For more information on River Source Family Center 

programs or to donate,  

Call 715.720.1841 or go to 

www.RiverSourceFamilyCenter.com 
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Feburary is  

Teen Dat ing Vio lence Awareness  Month  

V iolence can happen at different 

points in an individual’s life. When it 

comes to intimate partner violence, 

teens are often overlooked. Intimate 

partner violence in teen relationships 

is more prominent than one might 

think. Despite the absence of conver-

sations surrounding the issue, in a 

nationwide survey and interviews 

conducted by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, 23.2% of 

women and 14.1% of men who had 

experienced sexual violence, physical 

violence, or stalking by an intimate 

partner experienced it before the age 

of 18.  

     Teens are clearly experiencing 

dating violence at high rates, but why 

is it not talked about? One reason is 

that it may be hard to picture teenag-

ers experiencing violence at the hand 

of dating partners. When we do, it is 

downplayed as “relationship drama” 

or just learning how to be in a rela-

tionship. Although it is true that teen-

agers are learning about relationships 

and how they work, especially ro-

mantically, youth should not be sub-

jected to violence as part of that 

learning experience. Additionally, 

teens often view unhealthy behaviors 

as part of a normal relationship. This 

includes intense jealously, constantly 

needing to know what the other per-

son is doing, demanding access to 

phones/online accounts, and control-

ling who the person talks to and 

spends time with. These behaviors 

are warning signs or red flags for inti-

mate partner violence. They are be-

haviors that popular culture, social 

media, peers, and sometimes family 

teach youth to expect from relation-

ships.  

     How can we help teens who are 

experiencing unhealthy or abusive 

behaviors in their relationships? We 

can start with how we talk to youth 

about relationships from an early age. 

Our expectations of relationships in-

clude not only romantic relationships, 

but friendships too, so talking to 

young children about their friend-

ships can be a great start! Having  

discussions with youth about their 

expectations, what they are looking 

for, and most importantly what they 

deserve in relationships can play a 

huge role in how they experience 

 

Breaking the Silence 

     Support Group     
 

This in-house support group is focused 

on serving adults who have experienced 

or witnessed any form of domestic             

violence.  

 

Learn how to: 

• cope and relax 

•  understand the cycle of violence 

•  identify red flags 

•  recognize unhealthy relationships 

• create a safety plan 

• empower yourself, and  

• break the silence! 
 

This group will meet in January and    

February 2019. Watch our website and 

Facebook page for more details. 
 

Children over the age of five are                

welcome to attend a Youth Support 

Group at the same time. 

Coming in January 

Meet Liz, the new playgroup facilitator at                        
River Source Family Center! 

My name is Elizabeth Tice and I am so 

excited to be the new Playgroup           

Facilitator at River Source. I am a 

mom of three girls that you will get to 

meet if you stop by one of the Monday 

or Tuesday play groups. I have been an 

elementary teacher for 10 years and 

love working with kids and their fami-

lies. I look forward to meeting you and 

your family. 

them later in life. Also, being a safe, 

trusted person for youth is a known 

protective factor in intervening in 

dating violence and even preventing 

violence from occurring in the first 

place. We know that only 33% of 

teens experiencing dating violence 

tell anyone about it. It can be a scary 

thing to open up about, therefore it is 

important to create a safe and caring 

environment for teens to talk about 

their relationships, both good and 

bad. We need to listen to their experi-

ences, believe them if they disclose 

experiencing abuse, be supportive, 

and give them the resources that they 

may need to ask for help. 

It’s up to the entire community to 

talk about and confront teen dating 

violence. It can start with conversa-

tions with youth. It can start with  

believing those around us.                            

It can start with you. 

    ~Erica                           

       Domestic Violence Advocate 

Liz and her captive audience! 
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Family Support Center 

P.O. Box 143 

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
 

715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020 

We are in need of the following items for client use. 
Please drop off items at Family Support Center.   

With a little help you, too, can make a difference! 

• Money for hotel            
vouchers 

• Goodwill gift cards 

• Gas gift cards 

• Grocery gift cards 

• Deodorant 

• Large bottles of body wash, 

lotion, & conditioner 

• Tampons 

• Mouthwash 

• Lysol/Clorox wipes 

• Paper products (paper    

towels, toilet paper, etc.) 

• 33 gal. garbage bags 

• Mini first aid kits 

• Ziplock bags 

• Kleenex 

• Reusable Keurig cups 

Family Support Center is seeking                
compassionate volunteers for their                  

24-hour crisis line. 
 

On-Call Advocates-training in early 2019 
• Volunteers provide evening, weekend, and                

holiday coverage for our 24-hour hotline 

• Thorough training and support provided 

• On-Call Advocates operate out of their own homes 

using their personal phones 
 

Interested?  
Please call Lori at 715.723.1138                                            

or e-mail resourcedev@fsccf.org 

Thank you to the following businesses and                           
organizations for your donations of money and items 

for clients of Family Support Center this quarter. 

 

 

 
 

Our Saviours Church, Chippewa Falls 
Chippewa County Probation 

First Presbyterian Church, Chippewa Falls 
Northwestern Bank Employees 

First Presbyterian Church, Men’s Group 
Ojibwa Golf and Bowl 

Marine Credit Union, Chippewa Falls 

United Methodist Woman, Bloomer 

W/E.L.C.A. Ladies of Our Saviours Lutheran Church, Stanley 
W.E.L.C.A. English Lutheran Church of Bateman 

Anson Methodist Church, Chippewa Falls 

 

If your business has a  
yellow sign that is out of  
phone number tear-offs, 
please call us and an  
Advocate can help you! 

 

Family Support Center 

715.723.1138 or 1.800.400.7020 

familysupport@fsccf.org 

or 

If you would like                
a sign at your          
business, please 
contact us! 

Have you seen yellow signs in local bathrooms? 

They provide vital information for people in crisis. 

Want to make a difference  
in your community? 


